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HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED 
BECOMING A LICENSED 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER? 
 

Think About the Benefits: 

Great Pay -  
Average starting pay  
$36,000 - $40,000 per year 

Benefits -  
Most major trucking companies  
offer health and dental insurance  
to their professional drivers and  
their families 

Job Security -  
There are many employment 
opportunities for a professional 
driver, including national carriers, 
owner-operators and private 
companies 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Truck driving is one of the few occupations 
where students who successfully complete 
their training are almost certain to go to 
work? 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

CDL Coordinator  
Telephone:   479-462-5072 
If no answer call: 479-788-7742 
Fax number: 479-709-9938 



COMMERCIAL DRIVER TRAINING 
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What is the cost of the UA Fort Smith  
CDL Program? 
The tuition for the CDL program is $2,500.00, 
due before the class starts.  The fee includes 
cost of the physical and drug test required 
prior to admittance to the program, and the 
CDL Skills Test at the end of the program.  Not 
included in the fee are the CDL Packet and the 
cost to get your license.   
 

Is everyone accepted into the CDL Program? 
Due to federal regulations for commercially 
licensed drivers, acceptance into our CDL 
program is not automatic or guaranteed.  In 
addition, although our success rate is very  
high, UA Fort Smith does not guarantee that 
students completing the program will obtain a 
job after successful completion of the course.  
Applicants must meet the entry requirements 
listed at right.    
 

How long is the class and when do classes 
meet? 
Classes are four weeks  and meet  Monday 
through Friday, from 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
 

Where are the classes held? 
The UA Fort Smith CLD Training Site is located 
at 5401 South Zero Street in Fort Smith.  For 
driving directions, contact the CDL site at  
479-462-5072. 
 

Can PELL grants or financial aid be used to 
pay tuition into the CDL Program? 
The CDL Program at UA Fort Smith is a non-
credit training program  Therefore,  PELL 
grant money and financial aid are not 
available.   

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Reading and math skills at a 7th grade minimum 
level 

Must be at least 21 years of age 

Must pass physical examination and drug testing* 

Must be able to read and speak the English 
language sufficiently to converse with the 
general public, to understand highway traffic 
signs and signals in the English language, and 
respond to inquiries and make entries on 
reports and records in the English language 

Must provide clean driving record from 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
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years.  No suspensions or revocations in the last 
three years (one moving violation  
per year over the last three years is allowed 
 

*Students failing any portion of the drug screen or 
physical will be responsible for payment of those fees. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
After graduation from this course, students will be: 

Qualified to secure an entry-level job as an 
over-the-road driver 

Aware of safety precautions; alcohol and 
drug effects; laws and penalties applicable 
to the professional driver 

Proficient at performing pre-trip, on the 
road and post trip vehicle and equipment 
inspections 

Skillful in safe driving techniques 

Able to maintain logbooks, read  maps and 
cargo documentation  

Aware of dispatch procedures, emergency 
responsibilities and regulations of 
transportation agencies 

COURSE INCLUDES 
 

Hazardous material testing 

On-the-road driving 

Job placement assistance 
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Qualified, experienced instructors 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
For students requiring financial assistance, 

some financial institutions may offer non-

traditional student loans or personals loans 

to individuals who meet the particular 

institutions requirements.  Contact your 

bank or credit union for information on 

what they may have available.  UA Fort 

Smith doesn't offer loans or financial aid for 

the CDL Program. 

 

HOW DO I START? 
Your first step is to contact the UA Fort 
Smith CDL coordinator at one of the 
telephone numbers provided below. You 
will need to schedule an appointment to 
meet with the coordinator to determine 
your eligibility, discuss method of payment 
for tuition and simply to ask questions you 
may have regarding the program. The  CDL 
coordinator will explain what your next step 
should be. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

CDL Coordinator  
Telephone:   479-462-5072 
If no answer call: 479-788-7742 
Fax number: 479-709-9938 

 


