
LOCATIONééééééééé...Fort Smith, Ark. 

ENROLLMENT ééééé..éééééé..7,300 

FOUNDEDéééééééééééééé..1928 

COLORSééééé...éé...Navy, White, Maroon 

NICKNAMEééééé...ééééééé...Lions 

CONFERENCEééééé...ééé........Heartland 

AFFILIATION...ééééé.é..NCAA Division II 

ARENAééééé..éééé..Stubblefield Center 

CHANCELLORééééé.....Paul B. Beran, Ph.D 

FACULTY REPéééééé....Keith Fudge, Ph.D 

ATH. DIRECTORééééé....éé.Dustin Smith 

ASSISTANT AD/SWAééééé..éBeth Presley 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTééJulie Martin 

ATHLETICS PHONEééé...éé(479) 788-7590 

HEAD COACHééééé..ééé..Josh Newman 

ALMA MATER..........................Arizona State, 1998 

CAREER RECORDéé..ééééé..éé..70-25 

UA FORT SMITH RECORDééé..ééé.70-25 

OFFICE PHONEééééé..éé (479) 788-7592 

BEST TIME TO CALLééééééé..Mornings 

ASSISTANT COACHééééé..é... Ryan Price 

OFFICE PHONEééééé..éé (479) 788-7691 

ASSISTANT COACHééééééé.Hank Plona 

OFFICE PHONEééééé..éé (479) 788-7593 

FIRST SEASONéé.éé..ééééé..é1928-29 

ALL -TIME RECORDéééééééééé..N/A 

CONFERENCE éééééééééé..Heartland 

NCAA MEMBERSHIP ééééé.é First Season 

NCAA D-II POSTSEASON APPEARANCES..é..0 

NCAA D-II NATIONAL TITLES..éééééé..0 

SIDééééé..ééé.éé...Jonathan W. Gipson 

SID PHONEééééé...éééé(479) 788-7683 

SID HOME PHONEééééé..é(479) 996-6311 

SID CELL PHONEééééé...é.(479) 459-6874 

SID EMAIL.ééééé...jgipson@uafortsmith.edu 

SID FAX MACHINEééééé.....(479) 788-7601 

WEB SITEééééé...éé.www.uafortsmith.edu 

ATHLETIC TRAINER..ééééé..éJeff McGee 

OFFICE PHONEééééé...éé(479) 788-7686 

ASST. ATHLETIC TRAINER......Austin Kerkhover 

OFFICE PHONEééééé...éé(479) 788-7651 

COMPLIANCE DIRECTORééé......Will Collier 

OFFICE PHONEééééé...éé(479) 788-7652 

QUICK FACTS 

COACHING STAFF 

MENôS BASKETBALL HISTORY 

SPORTS INFORMATION 

ATHLETICS SUPPORT STAFF 

Exhibition Game #1 

UA Fort Smith Lions vs. Saint Louis Billikens 
 

Friday, Oct. 30  

 8 p.m. 

Chaifetz Arena   

St. Louis, Mo. 

Fast Facts 
ALL -TIME SERIES: First Meeting 

RECORDS: UA Fort Smith, 0-0; Saint Louis, 0-0 

COACHES: UA Fort Smith, Josh Newman; Saint Louis, Rick Majerus 

TELEVISION: None 

RADIO: None 

INTERNET BROADCAST: www.sportshog1031.com 

TWITTER UPDATES: http://twitter.com/UAFSSports 

ABOUT UA FORT SMITH: The Lions will be making their debut as 

a NCAA Division II team é It will be the first time during the modern 

era that the Lions will play a NCAA Division I opponent é The Lionsô 

roster boasts only one player who played on last yearôs team. 

ABOUT SAINT LOUIS: Saint Louis University is a private Jesuit, 

Catholic university with an enrollment of more than 13,000 students é 

A Billiken is a good-luck figure that represents ñthings as they ought to 

be.ò The designer was Florence Pretz, a Missouri school teacher and 

illustrator, who patented her design of the jovial creature in 1908 éThe 

Billikens are a young team with seven freshman on their 12-player ros-

ter é Saint Louis is about six hours from Fort Smith. 

Young Lions Ready For D-II Debut 
After competing as a junior col-

lege for 81 years, the University of 

Arkansas - Fort Smith Lions will 

begin writing a new chapter in their 

tradition-rich basketball history this 

season as they begin competition as 

members of NCAA Division II. 

ñAny time that you are a part of 

something new and a part of a tran-

sition from one chapter in your 

history to a new chapter in your 

history, it is very exciting,ò Lions 

coach Josh Newman said.  

The Lions will begin their new 

adventure in D-II with an exhibi-

tion game against NCAA Division I 

Saint Louis University at 8 p.m. on 

Friday at Chaifetz Arena in St. 

Louis, Mo. 

UA Fort Smith will boast a team 

of relative newcomers with 13 of 

its 16 total players new to the pro-

gram this year. 

The Lions have only one return-

ing starter in junior LaDustin Wil-

liams of Jonesboro, Ark., but he is 

academically ineligible until Janu-

ary. 

Saint Louis also features a lot of 

youth on its roster as well with 

seven freshmen. 

The Billikens, 

who are coached 

by Rick Maje-

rus, finished  18-

14 a year ago. 

   ñThey are a 

very young ball 

club, but they 

have three re-

turning starters 

and two other 

young men who contributed as 

freshmen on a team that won 18 

games,ò Newman said. 

    ñYou canôt teach or substitute 

game-time experience.  Not only 

are we a young team, but we are 

learning how to play as a team.  We 

have two players that have played 

together and that was at their previ-

ous school.ò 

Newman 

http://www.uafortsmith.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONS TO WATCH 

Josh Simmons 

6-4 ̧ Guard ̧  Jr.  

Houston, Texas 

    Simmons transferred from Colo-

rado State after two seasons é 

Averaged 4.8 points and 2.9 re-

bounds last season while playing 

only 15 games. 

Hey, We Remember You 
Saint Louis University is coached by the legendary Rick Majerus, 

who begins his 22nd year as a head coach and his third season as 

head coach of the Billikens. 

Majerus, who previously was head coach at the 

University of Utah, has compiled a 456-176 ca-

reer win-loss record and has never had a losing 

season.  

During his time at the University of Utah, Ma-

jerus led the Utes to 10 NCAA Tournaments and 

10 regular-season conference titles. He coached 

his teams to four Sweet 16 appearances, two Elite 

Eights and the 1998 national championship game. 

Utah finished four seasons ranked in the top 10 

during his 15-year tenure, including a No. 2 ranking at the end of the 

1997-98 season. 

Majerus is 34-29 during his first two seasons at Saint Louis. 

   His 0.722 winning percentage makes him tied 

for 13th among NCAA Division I active coaches. 

He has taken 11 teams to the NCAA tournament 

and four to the NIT. His teams have reached the 

20-win plateau 13 times and have reached the 30-

win plateau twice. 

   His associate head coach is Porter Moser, who 

is a former head coach at Illinois State and the 

University of Arkansas - Little Rock. Moser, who 

begins his third season at Saint Louis, was rated 

as one of the Top 50 assistant coaches in the 

country this past spring by Basketball Times magazine. 

   Moser was 54-34 during his three seasons as UALR head coach 

and 51-67 during four seasons at Illinois State. 

A Blast From The Past 
While this may be the first meeting ever between Saint Louis Uni-

versity and UA Fort Smith, the two schools do have a common 

bond.  

Well, they have  two common bonds to be exact. 

Former UA Fort Smith menôs basketball player Maurice Jeffers 

(1997-99) finished his college playing days at Saint Louis University 

and went on to become one of four former Lions to be drafted by the 

NBA when he was selected 55th overall by the Sacramento Kings in 

the 2001 NBA Draft. 

Former UA Fort Smith womenôs basketball player Ava Smith 

(2001-03) also finished her college playing days at Saint Louis Uni-

versity. 

A First Of Firsts  
UA Fort Smithôs exhibition game against Saint Louis is the Lionsô 

first of six games against NCAA Division I opponents this season. 

The Lions will play at Nebraska on Nov. 6 and at UMass on Nov. 

21 and will play Troy, Georgia Southern and Valparaiso at Georgia 

Southern on Nov. 27-29. 

Waiting Game 
UA Fort Smith will be without its only returning starter, junior 

LaDustin Williams, throughout the first semester of play. Williams 

is academically ineligible until the start of the second semester. 

Williams, who is from Jonesboro, Ark., was the Lionsô second-

leading scorer a year ago with 13.6 points per game, led the team 

with 73 steals and was third with 68 assists.  

The 6-foot-1 guard was All-Bi-State East Division and second 

team All-Region II. 

News and Notes 

Cedric Henderson 

6-0 ̧  Guard ̧  Jr. 

Houston, Texas 

    Henderson played two seasons at 

Collin County Community College 

é Played in 32 games as a sopho-

more  é Averaged 9.9 points and 

3.3 rebounds per game. 

Chris Williams 

6-5 ̧  Forward ̧  Jr. 

Lebanon, Ill. 

    Williams averaged 8.4 points 

and 7.4 rebounds per game as a 

sophomore at Moberly Area Com-

munity College é Shot 46.6 per-

cent from the field. 

BILLIKENS TO WATCH 

Majerus 

Moser 

Kwamain Mitchell 

5-10 ̧ Guard ̧  So.  

Milwaukee, Wis. 

 Mitchell started 31 games at 

point guard a year ago é Was a 

member of the A-10 All-Rookie 

Team é Averaged 11 points and 

3.2 rebounds per game and had 113 

assists and 38 steals. 

Willie Reed 

6-9 ̧ Forward ̧  So.  

Kansas City, Mo. 

 Reed started 22 of the 32 games 

he played as a freshman é Aver-

aged 7.7 points and 4.6 rebounds 

per game é Blocked 40 shots é. 

Scored a career-high 18 points 

against the UMBC. 

Brian Conklin 

6-6 ̧ Forward ̧  So.  

North Eugene, Ore. 

 Conklin started 29 of the 32 

games he played last year é Aver-

aged 6.1 points and 3.9 rebounds 

per game é Blocked  six shots é 

Scored a career-high 18 points 

against Nebraska. 



Date   Opponent  Site  Time   

Oct. 30 Saint Louis University (Exh.) St. Louis, Mo. 8 p.m. 

Nov. 6   University of Nebraska (Exh.)  Lincoln, Neb.  7 p.m. 

Nov. 17   University of the Ozarks  UA  Fort Smith  7 p.m. 

Nov. 21   University of Massachusetts*  Amherst, Mass.  6 p.m. 

Nov. 24   Southwestern Oklahoma State  Weatherford, Okla. 7 p.m. 

Nov. 27   Troy University *  Statesboro, Ga.  4 p.m. 

Nov. 28   Georgia Southern University*  Statesboro, Ga.  4 p.m. 

Nov. 29   Valparaiso University*  Statesboro, Ga.  12 p.m. 

Dec. 5   UA Monticello  Monticello, Ark.  4 p.m. 

Dec. 8   UA Monticello  UA Fort Smith  8 p.m. 

Dec. 19   Dallas Baptist University**  Dallas, Texas  2 p.m. 

Dec. 21   Missouri Southern University  Joplin, Mo.  7 p.m. 

Jan. 2   Texas A&M International**   Laredo, Texas  4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 4   St. Edwardôs University**  Austin, Texas  8 p.m. 

Jan. 7   UT Permian Basin**  UA Fort Smith  8 p.m. 

Jan. 9   Oklahoma Panhandle State**   UA Fort Smith  4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 14   Lincoln University**  Jefferson City, Mo. 8 p.m. 

Jan. 16   Newman University**  Wichita, Kan.  4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 21   St. Maryôs University**  San Antonio, Texas 8 p.m. 

Jan. 23   University of the Incarnate Word**  San Antonio, Texas 4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 28   St. Edwardôs University**  UA Fort Smith  8 p.m. 

Jan. 30   Texas A&M International**  UA Fort Smith  4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 6   Dallas Baptist University**  UA Fort Smith  2 p.m. 

Feb. 11   Oklahoma Panhandle State**  Goodwell, Okla.  8 p.m. 

Feb. 13   UT Permian Basin**  Odessa, Texas  4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 18    Newman University**  UA Fort Smith  8 p.m. 

Feb. 20   Lincoln University**  UA Fort Smith  4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 25   University of the Incarnate Word**  UA Fort Smith  8 p.m. 

Feb. 27   St. Maryôs University**  UA Fort Smith  4:30 p.m. 

 

*Legends Classic      

**Heartland Conference Game 

  

2009-10 LIONS SCHEDULE 



UA Fort Smith Lions Basketball 
(Numerical Roster) 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr.  Hometown (Previous School) 
0  LaDustin Williams G 6-1 Jr. Jonesboro, Ark. (Jonesboro HS) 
1 Aaron McHenry G 6-1 Jr. Fayetteville, Ark. (NOC-Enid) 
2 Michael Vann  G 5-11 RS-Fr. Fort Smith, Ark. (Northside HS) 
3 Cedric Henderson G 6-0 Jr. Houston, Texas (Collin County CC) 
4 Willie Isadore  G 6-0 Fr. Hot Springs, Ark. (Hot Springs HS) 
5 Josh Simmons  F 6-4 Jr. Houston, Texas (Colorado State) 
10 Grant Clark  F 6-6 Fr. Houston, Texas (UT-San Antonio) 
15 Jason Jackson  C 6-8 Jr.  Dallas, Texas (Collin County CC) 
20 Djordje Stojanovic C 6-8 RS-Fr. Lazarevac, Serbia (Geodetic HS) 
21 Jonathan Sharpless G 6-4 RS-Fr. Dallas, Texas (Woodrow Wilson HS) 
23 Jalynn Mitchell  G 5-11 Fr. Jonesboro, Ark. (Nettleton HS) 
31 Dean Neville  C 6-9 Fr. Melbourne, Australia (Camberwell HS) 
32 Wayne Jackson  F 6-6 RS-Jr. Tulsa, Okla. (Murray State College) 
33  Chad Jeffs  F 6-5 Fr. Rogers, Ark. (Rogers HS) 
34  Michael Pharis  G 6-3 Fr. Van Buren, Ark. (Van Buren HS) 
42  Chris Williams  F 6-5 Jr. Lebanon, Ill. (Moberly Area CC) 
 
Head Coach: Josh Newman 
Assistant Coaches: Ryan Price, Hank Plona 
 

(Alphabetical Roster) 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr.  Hometown (Previous School) 
10 Grant Clark  F 6-6 Fr. Houston, Texas (UT-San Antonio) 
3 Cedric Henderson G 6-0 Jr. Houston, Texas (Collin County CC) 
4 Willie Isadore  G 6-0 Fr. Hot Springs, Ark. (Hot Springs HS) 
15 Jason Jackson  C 6-8 Jr.  Dallas, Texas (Collin County CC) 
32 Wayne Jackson  F 6-6 RS-Jr. Tulsa, Okla. (Murray State College) 
33  Chad Jeffs  F 6-5 Fr. Rogers, Ark. (Rogers HS) 
1 Aaron McHenry G 6-1 Jr. Fayetteville, Ark. (NOC-Enid) 
23 Jalynn Mitchell  G 5-11 Fr. Jonesboro, Ark. (Nettleton HS) 
31 Dean Neville  C 6-9 Fr. Melbourne, Australia (Camberwell HS) 
34  Michael Pharis  G 6-3 Fr. Van Buren, Ark. (Van Buren HS) 
21  Jonathan Sharpless G 6-4 RS-Fr. Dallas, Texas (Woodrow Wilson HS) 
5  Josh Simmons  F 6-4 Jr. Houston, Texas (Colorado State) 
20 Djordje Stojanovic C 6-8 RS-Fr. Lazarevac, Serbia (Geodetic HS) 
2 Michael Vann  G 5-11 RS-Fr. Fort Smith, Ark. (Northside HS) 
42  Chris Williams  F 6-5 Jr. Lebanon, Ill. (Moberly Area CC) 
0  LaDustin Williams G 6-1 Jr. Jonesboro, Ark. (Jonesboro HS) 
 
Head Coach: Josh Newman 
Assistant Coaches: Ryan Price, Hank Plona 

Rosters 



Saint Louis University Billikens Basketball 
(Numerical Roster) 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr.  Hometown (Previous School) 
3 Kwamain Mitchell G 5-10 So. Milwaukee, Wis. (Dominican) 
10 Paul Eckerle  G 6-1 Jr. Washington, Mo. (St. Francis Borgia) 
12 Justin Jordan  G 5-9 Fr. Fort Wayne, Ind. (Northside) 
13 Femi John  G 6-2 RS-Fr. St. Louis, Mo. (McCluer North) 
14 Brian Conklin  F 6-6 So. North Eugene, Ore. (North Eugene) 
15 Christian Salecich G 6-3 Fr. Gold Coast, Australia (Institute of Sport) 
21 Jon Smith  F 6-5 Fr. Columbus, Ohio (Grove City) 
22 Jeff Reid  G 6-4 Fr. Topeka, Kan. (Hayden) 
23 Kyle Cassity  G 6-3 So. Tamaroa, Ill. (Pinckneyville) 
24 Cody Ellis  F 6-8 Fr. Perth, Australia (Institute of Sport) 
32  Cory Remekun  F 6-7 Fr. Dallas, Texas (Mesquite) 
33  Willie Reed  F 6-9 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Bishop Miege) 
 
Head Coach: Rick Majerus 
Associate Head Coach: Porter Moser 
Assistant Coaches: Chris Harriman, Alex Jansen 
 

(Alphabetical Roster) 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr.  Hometown (Previous School) 
23 Kyle Cassity  G 6-3 So. Tamaroa, Ill. (Pinckneyville) 
14 Brian Conklin  F 6-6 So. North Eugene, Ore. (North Eugene) 
10 Paul Eckerle  G 6-1 Jr. Washington, Mo. (St. Francis Borgia) 
24 Cody Ellis  F 6-8 Fr. Perth, Australia (Institute of Sport) 
13 Femi John  G 6-2 RS-Fr. St. Louis, Mo. (McCluer North) 
12 Justin Jordan  G 5-9 Fr. Fort Wayne, Ind. (Northside) 
3 Kwamain Mitchell G 5-10 So. Milwaukee, Wis. (Dominican) 
32  Willie Reed  F 6-9 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Bishop Miege) 
22 Jeff Reid  G 6-4 Fr. Topeka, Kan. (Hayden) 
32  Cory Remekun  F 6-7 Fr. Dallas, Texas (Mesquite) 
15 Christian Salecich G 6-3 Fr. Gold Coast, Australia (Institute of Sport) 
21 Jon Smith  F 6-5 Fr. Columbus, Ohio (Grove City) 
 
Head Coach: Rick Majerus 
Associate Head Coach: Porter Moser 
Assistant Coaches: Chris Harriman, Alex Jansen 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Rosters 


